
 
 

Summer Makes Plants Thirsty: 
Efficient Landscape Watering While On 

Summer Vacation 
Spring gave us a lovely show of deep greens and 

vibrant pinks, purples, and yellows from all the new 
blooms as well as beautiful weather with light breezes 
and not-too-hot, not-too-cold temperatures. Now, 
however, we will be entering the summer months and 
experiencing scorching heat and soaking humidity. One 
thing to look forward to is the opportunity for a summer 
vacation, but what will you do with your established 
landscaping while on vacation? Because of the heat, 
your plants and lawn will surely need more water than 
usual, but just how much water is enough and how 
much is too much? 

One of the best ways to ensure the most 
efficient watering of your landscaping is using a sprinkler 
system that has a timer. You will want to set the timer 
for morning watering sessions. Morning watering times 
are the best for your yard as the temperature is not as 
hot as it will be in the afternoon. The water will get a 
chance to reach your lawn, instead of evaporating – a 
waste that can be easily avoided. Though watering in 
the evenings will reduce evaporation, it is not a good 
idea as your lawn will stay damp all night, which will 
promote the growth of certain bacterial diseases. The 
growth of bacterial diseases can also be from 
overwatering. Thus, while you are on vacation, a rain 
sensor is a good tool to have so your sprinklers will not 
run during the rain. 

Water waste is another potential disaster to look 
out for. This can occur from untimely watering, like 
mentioned above, or from your sprinkler heads not 
facing the right direction. Before going on vacation, be 
sure that your sprinkler heads are in the optimal 
position, facing your lawn and plants and avoiding as 
much as possible any harscaping in and around your 
yard. Rotating sprinkler heads are a great way to avoid 
runoff, as they encourage the soil to soak up the water. 
If you do not have rotating sprinkler heads, set your 
timer to do watering intervals that are broken up by a 15  

 
 

 
minute break, that way the soil can soak up the water 
and the runoff will be minimized.  

Don’t be discouraged by the heat if you cannot 
get a neighbor or a friend to water your landscaping 
while you are out of town. A sprinkler system with a 
timer and a rain sensor is a tool you can use to increase 
the beauty and livelihood of your landscaping. There are 
a few things to consider when setting your timer, like 
watering times, rain schedules, and sprinkler head 
direction. But making these considerations will surely 
reduce stress concerning your landscaping while on 

vacation and upon returning home.  

Here’s an Idea for Mom! 
Expand the idea of getting Mom flowers for Mother’s Day 

into getting her a beautiful, low maintenance garden that 

she can enjoy year round. Consider this: a paver patio 

surrounded by lovely perennials that are able to thrive 

year round without getting your hands and knees dirty 

with constant maintaining. Some ideas of low 

maintenance plants are Flax, Butterfly Flowers, and Day 

Lilies, just to name a few. Your landscape design 

specialist will be able to provide a broad scope of ideas 

that will be not only beautiful, but low maintenance and a 

great gift for Mom.  



 

Tips and Tricks 

to Optimize Your New Landscaping 
1. Reduce the heat of your yard – and the cost of your 

air conditioning – by having a tree installed, which 
will offer soothing shade. 

2. Install citronella tiki torches to enjoy your 
landscaping at night and to repel mosquitoes. 

3. Summer heat and showers cause weed growth to 
go into overdrive. Instead of pulling weeds, which 
will only cultivate them, spray weeds with weed 
killer, which will terminate the problem more 
definitely. 

 

 

If you have any questions about landscaping please email albrightlandscaping@yahoo.com and your question and answer could 

appear in the next issue of Albright Landscaping’s The Scoop from the Soil Up. Please visit our website at AlbrightLandscaping.com. 
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